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significant accomplishments of the FLA
under his leadership will live on as one of
his many contributions to a better, fairer
world.

Statement on the Final Report of the
E-Commerce Working Group

January 16, 2001

Today I am pleased to announce the re-
lease of the final report of my administra-
tion’s E-commerce Working Group, “Lead-
ership for the New Millennium, Delivering
on Digital Progress and Prosperity.” During
my administration, America’s economy and
society have been transformed by new infor-
mation and communications technologies.
The information technology sector has
accounted for almost one-third of U.S.
economic growth and has helped spark an
increase in U.S. productivity and global com-
petitiveness.

Vice President Gore and I have worked
hard to help Americans make the most of
these new possibilities. We created a market-
led approach to E-commerce that won
acceptance around the world, promoted
competition in the telecommunications in-
dustry, and increased our investment in the
technologies of the 21st century. We
strengthened the protection of personal in-
formation, especially sensitive medical and fi-
nancial records. We helped to bridge the dig-
ital divide by ensuring that every child had
the opportunity to become technologically
literate. Thanks to the leadership of the Vice
President, our Government is using the
Internet to become more open, user-friend-
ly, and efficient.

But we are still at the dawn of the informa-
tion age, and much more remains to be done
to grasp its potential. We should use tech-
nology to advance our oldest and deepest val-
ues—dramatically increasing the number of
people with disabilities who can work, lifting
more families out of poverty, and putting ac-
cess to a world-class education and cutting-
edge skills at the fingertips of every Amer-
ican. These are challenges that are worthy
of our great Nation.
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Statement on Reforms in the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization

January 16, 2001

I welcome the significant reforms in the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) over the
past several years, beginning with the distin-
guished tenure of Federico Mayor of Spain.
Mr. Mayor helped to revitalize and refocus
the organization on its core missions of pro-
moting education for all, preserving our cul-
tural heritage, and upholding freedom of the
press. I also welcome the continued empha-
sis on these issues under UNESCO’s current
Director-General, Koichiro Matsuura, who
has also taken significant steps to reform the
organization.

For several years, we have indicated our
willingness to consider rejoining UNESCO
subject to reform efforts and the availability
of funding. UNESCO’s substantial progress
on reform and the U.N. General Assembly’s
agreement on modification of assessments
present the United States with a new oppor-
tunity to move forward on this issue.

Our participation in UNESCO would
strengthen the organization’s ability to deal
with such issues as the digital divide, edu-
cation for all, and international cooperation
on scientific issues. It would also better en-
able us to ensure that the organization sus-
tains the progress made in recent years.

For all of these reasons, I would encourage
the incoming administration to include a re-
quest to fund UNESCO in its FY 2002 budg-
et and thereby pave the way for reentry into
this important organization.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Review of Title III of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

January 16, 2001

Dear :

Pursuant to subsection 306(c)(2) of the
Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104—
114), (the “Act”), I hereby determine and
report to the Congress that suspension for
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6 months beyond February 1, 2001, of the
right to bring an action under title III of the
Act is necessary to the national interests of
the United States and will expedite a transi-
tion to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Joseph R.
Biden, Jr., chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Robert C. Byrd, chairman, and Ted Stevens,
ranking member, Senate Committee on Appro-
priations; Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom
Lantos, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; and C.W. Bill Young,
chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking member,
House Committee on Appropriations. This letter
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on January 17.

Statement on Suspending Title ITI of
the Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996

January 17, 2001

I am notifying the Congress that I have
decided to suspend for an additional 6
months implementation of provisions of Title
IIT of the Cuban Liberty and Democratic
Solidarity Act, which allow legal actions to
be brought against firms trafficking in con-
fiscated properties in Cuba. I believe this ac-
tion will enhance efforts by the United States
to strengthen international cooperation
aimed at promoting peaceful democratic
change in Cuba.

For the past 5 years, the United States has
pursued a strategy, coordinated by the
Department of State, to increase inter-
national pressure on the Cuban Government
to respect human rights and to begin political
and economic reforms. Our friends and allies
have joined us by taking concrete actions to
try to hasten the day when Cuba will join
the community of democratic nations. En-
couraged by the results of our efforts to elicit
the aid of our friends, I said in January 1997
that I expected to continue suspending this
provision of Title III so long as our partners’
stepped up pro-democracy efforts continued.

Over the past 6 months, the international
community has continued to send a clear

Jan. 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2001

message to the Cuban Government on the
need for greater respect for human rights
and democratic reforms. For the second con-
secutive year, the Cuban Government expe-
rienced diplomatic isolation at the Ibero-
American Summit, as other heads of state
criticized Cuba’s undemocratic government
and abysmal human rights record. In the
same vein, the Government of Canada has
made clear that Cuba will not be invited to
the 2001 Summit of the Americas, as the
summit is for democratic nations only. The
Cuban Government is hearing a consistent,
firm message that it is time for peaceful,
democratic change in Cuba.

I encourage our friends and allies to con-
tinue taking effective steps to promote de-
mocracy and human rights in Cuba.

Remarks on the Designation of New
National Monuments

January 17, 2001

Thank you very much, and good morning.
I want to welcome you all here, but especially
I would like to acknowledge Secretary Mi-
neta; Senator Conrad Burns of Montana; all
the descendants of Lewis and Clark; rep-
resentatives of Sacagawea and York; Stephen
Ambrose, from whom you will hear in a mo-
ment. And I also want to recognize my
friends Ken Burns and Dayton Duncan, who
did such a wonderful job on the Lewis and
Clark film; and members of the Millennium
Council who have supported this project with
the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial and Trails
groups. I thank you all for coming here.

And I would like to especially acknowledge
and thank our administration’s environ-
mental team, including Secretary Babbitt;
EPA Administrator Carol Browner, who is
here; Chief of Staff John Podesta; George
Frampton, the head of the Council for Envi-
ronmental Quality; and Bob Stanton, who has
led our Park Service so ably. Thank you all
for your good work.

I am especially grateful to these people
today, obviously, but every day because,
thanks to their work, our air and water are
cleaner; our food is safer; we've cleaned up
twice as many toxic waste sites in these 8
years as in the previous 12. We've protected



